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"THE GREAT DEBATE"
Should the United States Adopt
Single-Payer National Health Insurance?

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2019
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Greenspun Hall Auditorium
where

Maryland
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Meet

BROOKINGS
INSTITUTION
RICHARD REEVES

Brookings Senior Fellow - Economic Studies | Director - Future of the Middle Class Initiative

RICHARD
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JOHN HUDAK

Brookings Senior Fellow - Governance Studies | Deputy Director - Center for Effective Public Management

VS.
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"WONK"
HUDAK

UNLV

DEBATE TEAM
--- Ranked Among the 10 Best Two-Person Debate Teams in America ---

EMBER SMITH

UNLV Junior | Economics Major | Honors College

EMBER

"ANNIHILATOR"
SMITH

JEFFREY HORN
UNLV Senior | Economics Major

JEFFREY

"ELIMINATOR"
HORN

AGENDA

6:00 – 6:05 PM

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
William E. Brown, Jr.
UNLV Director, Brookings Mountain West

Jacob Thompson, Ph.D.

Director, UNLV Debate

6:05 – 7:05 PM

“THE GREAT DEBATE”
•

Should the U.S. adopt single-payer national health insurance?

1AC Affirmative Introduction Speech (6 min)
EMBER SMITH

Cross Examination (3 min)
•

UNLV Junior | Economics Major | Honors College

JOHN HUDAK & RICHARD REEVES

The Brookings Institution

1NC Negative Introduction Speech (6 min)
JOHN HUDAK

Cross Examination (3 min)
•

Brookings Senior Fellow – Governance Studies

EMBER SMITH & JEFFREY HORN
UNLV Debate

2AC Affirmative First Response Speech (6 min)
JEFFREY HORN

Cross Examination (3 min)

UNLV Senior | Economics Major

JOHN HUDAK & RICHARD REEVES
The Brookings Institution

•

2NC Negative First Response Speech (6 min)
RICHARD REEVES

Cross Examination (3 min)
•

Brookings Senior Fellow – Economic Studies

EMBER SMITH & JEFFREY HORN
UNLV Debate

1NR Negative Second Response Speech (4 min + 1 min. prep.)
JOHN HUDAK

•

Brookings Senior Fellow – Governance Studies

1AR Affirmative Second Response Speech (5 min + 1 min. prep.)
EMBER SMITH

•

UNLV Junior | Economics Major | Honors College

2NR Negative Closing Speech (4 min + 1 min. prep.)
RICHARD REEVES

•

Brookings Senior Fellow – Economic Studies

2AR Affirmative Closing Speech (4 min + 1 min. prep.)
JEFFREY HORN

7:05 – 7:25 PM
MODERATED AUDIENCE Q&A

UNLV Senior | Economics Major

MODERATORS

William E. Brown, Jr.
Jacob Thompson

7:25 – 7:30 PM
CLOSING REMARKS
William E. Brown, Jr.
Jacob Thompson

“THE GREAT DEBATE” 2019
Thursday, March 7, 2019 |Reception 5:00 – 5:30 pm | Main Event 5:30 – 7:00 pm
Greenspun Hall Auditorium, University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Brookings Mountain West, in partnership with the UNLV Debate Team, is proud to host the inaugural UNLV - Brookings
Institution event, “The Great Debate.” Representatives from the nationally ranked UNLV Debate Team will engage colleagues
from the Brookings Institution in a battle of ideas and policy positions destined to be remembered as one of the great intellectual
forums of the 21st century.

THE TOPIC OF TONIGHT’S MAIN EVENT:

Should the U.S. adopt single-payer national health insurance?
Featured speakers will participate in a modified format of intercollegiate debate rules that allow teams and individual members the
opportunity to craft their arguments and responses in an open and respectful exchange of information certain to persuade, inform, and
entertain audience members. The topic of “The Great Debate” 2019 focuses on the timely and relevant topic of single-payer national
health insurance in the U.S.

•
•

The UNLV Debate team of Smith/Horn will adopt the affirmative position on this topic, and present arguments
for why the U.S. SHOULD adopt single-payer national health insurance.
The Brookings Institution team of Hudak/Reeves will adopt the negative position on this topic, and present
arguments for why the U.S. SHOULD NOT adopt single-payer national health insurance.

Through a series of brief statements and responses, team members will attempt to demonstrate a superior knowledge of the topic and
ability to analyze and dissect their opponent’s statements. The 2019 contenders in “The Great Debate” are well qualified to represent
their respective institutions with distinction, possessing demonstrated expertise in public speaking, policy research, and debate forums.
We invite audience members to participate in our pre- and post-event polling activity to help determine the winner of tonight’s debate,
and to submit questions via notecards for the moderated Q&A session.

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS
WILLIAM E. BROWN, JR. received his undergraduate degree
from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst in 1978 and his
graduate degree from the University of Michigan in 1981.
Brown has held appointments as an academic research
librarian, faculty member, and administrator at Yale
University, the University of Miami, and the University of
California, Berkeley, before joining UNLV in 2005. As UNLV
Director of Brookings Mountain West, Brown coordinates the
programs, lectures, and activities of Brookings Mountain West
in Southern Nevada, including the Brookings Public Policy
Minor at UNLV. He has published a diverse array of scholarly
works in American history, literature, politics, and related
fields.
JEFFREY HORN is a senior majoring in economics at UNLV. As
a member of the UNLV Debate Team, Horn has qualified to the
National Debate Tournament three years in a row, and in 2017
he advanced to the elimination rounds of the NDT. During the
regular season of the 2017-2018 season, Horn and his partner
(Matt Gomez) won 62 out of 81 debates at eight national
tournaments. They had four quarterfinal appearances, two
semifinal appearances, and two tournament championships.
They qualified to the 2018 NDT ranked as the third best overall
team in America, and they advanced to the quarterfinals of the
NDT. Horn and his partner (Ember Smith) were ranked as the

sixth best individual team in the nation in the fall 2018 National
Coaches Poll. During the 2018-19 season they have advanced
to the elimination rounds every tournament they have
competed at, including advancing to the Elite Eight at the
Wake Forest University, the Final Four at the University of
Kentucky, and were crowned tournament champions at UNLV.

JOHN HUDAK is deputy director of the Center for Effective
Public Management and a senior fellow in Governance Studies
at Brookings. His research examines questions of presidential
power in the contexts of administration, personnel, and public
policy. Additionally, he focuses on campaigns and elections,
legislative-executive interaction, and state and federal
marijuana policy. Hudak’s 2016 book, Marijuana: A Short
History, offers a unique, up-to-date profile of how cannabis
emerged from the shadows of counterculture and illegality to
become a serious, even mainstream, public policy issue and
source of legal revenue for both businesses and governments.
His 2014 book, Presidential Pork: White House Influence over
the Distribution of Federal Grants, demonstrates that porkbarrel politics occurs beyond the halls of Congress, and
presidents capitalize on their discretionary funding authority
to target federal dollars to swing states in advance of
presidential elections. His other work explores how agency
staffing, expertise, and institutional structure facilitate or

hinder presidential power and influence. Hudak holds a B.A. in
political science and economics from the University of
Connecticut and an M.A. and Ph.D. in political science from
Vanderbilt University.

RICHARD V. REEVES is a senior fellow in Economic Studies,
where he holds the John C. and Nancy D. Whitehead Chair.
Reeves is Director of the Future of the Middle Class Initiative
and co-director of the Center on Children and Families. His
research focuses on the middle class, inequality and social
mobility. His publications include his latest book Dream
Hoarders: How the American Upper Middle Class Is Leaving
Everyone Else in the Dust, Why That Is a Problem, and What to
Do about It (2017), Time for justice: Tackling race inequalities
in health and housing (2017), Ulysses goes to Washington:
Political myopia and policy commitment devices (2015),
Character and Opportunity (2014), Saving Horatio Alger:
Equality, Opportunity, and the American Dream (2014), and
The Parenting Gap(2014). Reeves is also the author of John
Stuart Mill – Victorian Firebrand, an intellectual biography of
the British liberal philosopher and politician. In September
2017, Politico magazine named Reeves one of the top 50
thinkers in the U.S. for his work on class and inequality. He is
also a policy consultant to the Opportunity Insights team led
by Prof Raj Chetty at Harvard University, an advisor on the
American Family survey, and serves on the Board of Jobs for
the Future. Reeves holds a B.A. from Oxford University and a
Ph.D. from Warwick University.
EMBER SMITH is a junior enrolled in the UNLV Honors College,
majoring in Economics. In 2017 - her first year as a member of

the UNLV Debate Team – Smith and her partner advanced to
the final round, taking second place at both the San Francisco
State University and the Pacific Championship tournament.
Smith and her partner (Jeffrey Horn) were ranked as the sixth
best individual team in the nation in the fall 2018 National
Coaches Poll. During the 2018-19 season they have advanced
to the elimination rounds every tournament they have
competed at, including advancing to the Elite Eight at the
Wake Forest University, the Final Four at the University of
Kentucky, and were crowned tournament champions at UNLV.

JACOB THOMPSON is the coach and director of UNLV's
nationally recognized, award-winning debate team and an
associate professor in residence in the department of
communication studies. The UNLV Debate Team is consistently
ranked among the top ten policy debate programs in the
nation. In 2018, Thompson was awarded the “George
Ziegelmueller Coaching Excellence Award” by the Board of
Trustees of the National Debate Tournament. In addition,
Thompson is committed to expanding access to policy debate
for students throughout the Clark County School District. In
2011, he created the Las Vegas Debate League (LVDL) and LVDL
Advisory Board. The LVDL has successfully attracted thousands
of dollars in external support, has resuscitated policy debate in
the CCSD, and continues to add CCSD middle and high schools
to the ranks of those that field policy debate teams.
Thompson’s research focuses on argumentation, political
campaign debates, and U.S. foreign policy rhetoric. Thompson
holds a Ph.D. in communication studies from the University of
Kansas.

ABOUT UNLV DEBATE
The award-winning UNLV Debate Team, established in 2007, has grown into a national powerhouse,
consistently ranked among the top debate teams in the nation. The team specializes in rapid-fire
competitive policy debate competing in debate tournaments held at universities across the U.S.
Undergraduate students from any major can participate on the team and hone their skills in public
speaking, critical thinking, research, and cross-examination. Debate team alumni work in higher
education, law, politics, and the public and private sectors. The debate team is committed to creating an
informed citizenry through public argument and civic discourse, working to improve access to policy
debate programs for students from diverse backgrounds. The debate team is housed in the UNLV
Communication Studies Department in the Greenspun College of Urban Affairs.

ABOUT BROOKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST
Brookings Mountain West is a partnership between UNLV and the prestigious Washington, D.C.-based
Brookings Institution. The purpose of Brookings Mountain West is to bring the Brookings tradition of
high-quality, independent, and impactful research to the issues facing the dynamic and fast-growing
Intermountain West region. Building upon work at Brookings and UNLV, our community engagement
and research initiatives focus on helping metropolitan areas like Las Vegas grow in robust, inclusive, and
sustainable ways. Brookings Mountain West provides a platform to bring ideas and expertise together to
enhance public policy discussions at the local, state, and regional level.

CONTACT US
@UNLVDebate
@unlvdebate
@unlvdebate
jacob.thompson@unlv.edu
unlv.edu/debate

CONTACT US
@BrookingsMountainWest
@brkingsmtnwest
@brookingsmountainwest
brookingsmtnwest@unlv.edu
unlv.edu/brookingsmtnwest

Brookings Mountain West wishes to acknowledge the support of generous donors including
MGM Resorts International, Barrick Gold Corporation, Wolfgang Puck Fine Dining Group, Mr. Tom Kaplan, and Mr. Brian Greenspun.

